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NEWSLETTER 

February 2016 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
Luckily Pancake Day lands on a school day and in line with our 
annual activities, the children will be spending the morning 
cooking and eating, and the afternoon racing.  You are very 
welcome to attend and there is bound to be a parents’ race so 
please wear your trainers and bring a frying pan.  If you would 
like your child to join in with the fun, please provide them with 
a frying pan, (not your best one!) and make sure it is labelled.  
School will provide heavy duty pancakes for the races.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support while the 
roof is being renewed.  For those new parents who may not be aware, we were 
successful in gaining a grant of £600000, last year for the new roof after many 
years of managing the leaking one.  Because it is such a huge job it couldn’t be 
completed in the holidays so we actioned it to start as soon as possible.  I am 
aware that this has not been without its problems, the main one being that the 
school site is very untidy and some exits and entrances have been compromised.  
However both school, and you are wider community have managed it really 
well and we are on course to have the works completed by the end of February.  
Thank you for your support with this.  Our next big job is to have all of the grass 
removed and replaced with Astroturf.  This will enable the children to use the 
entire school site all year round and will make a huge difference to us all.  
 
As a school we are currently at 260 on roll which is our largest yet in the nine 
years I have been here.  This will mean that with a bit of luck we will be able to 
maintain our 10 class structure next year, keeping class sizes the right side of 
30 for all our children.  Our school continues to go from strength to strength 
and I would like to thank you all for the part you play in helping with that. I 
would also like to thank you all for your unfailing support, particularly when 
the school was in the spotlight recently.  You are lovely parents and we are lucky 
to have you.   
 

Judith  
Principal 
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Year 3 Class Photos 
 
You will have received the whole class photos and order form. 
Should you wish to order could you please return the envelope 
sealed with the correct money in by MONDAY, 8 FEBRUARY.  We 
can arrange for them to be collected ready for delivery after half 
term.  Thank you. 
 

 

Contact Details 
 

We are at times having difficulty contacting parents as 
mobile/landline phone numbers and email addresses have 
been changed.  It is important that you let us have all up to date 

contacts should there be an emergency or if a club/event has been 
cancelled and we need to contact you either by phone or text.  Please let the 

office know so your child’s records can be update.  Thank you. 

 
 
CLEANER – VACANCY 
 
Salary: Grade 16 – Points 7 to 8 (£13,715 to £13,871 Pro Rata) 
44 Weeks (39 weeks term time which includes 5 non-pupil days plus 5 weeks spread 
over the school holidays) 
 
10 hours per week Monday to Friday 
Commencing at Grade 16 Point 7 £7.10 per hour rising to 
Point 8 £7.20 per hour by way of annual increment. 
 
St Michael’s Academy require a cleaner to start as soon as possible. 
Applicants should be hard working, reliable, and able to work on their own initiative and as 
part of a team.  
  
Duties will involve cleaning to a high standard, including - vacuuming, mopping, cleaning 
toilets, emptying bins and any other tasks which may be required. 
 
 2 hours per day between the hours of 3.30pm – 5.30pm Monday to Friday. 
 
Application forms and a job description can be downloaded from the School website 
www.stmichaelsacademy.co.uk/vacancies or requested from the main office 

 
 
What’s Been Happening in ………….. Wilson Class 
 
In Wilson class this term we have been learning about Anglo-saxons and 
Vikings. We have learned lots about Viking Myths such as Beowulf  and Thor 
and the Mighty Hammer. We have written our own versions of the myth and 
made wonderful storyboards. We also wrote our own playscripts and practised 
acting them out.  
 

http://www.stmichaelsacademy.co.uk/vacancies


 
 
We have learned lots about the Viking invasion at 
Lindesfarne and have been writing our own 
Newspaper articles about this event. As well as Literacy 
and Topic work we have looked at Anglo Saxon art and 
created our own illuminated letters.  
 

In Forest school we have been making 
Hnefatafle boards. It is a game that the 
Vikings used to play in the winter when 
it was cold and they couldn’t go 
outside. Mr Jones  
 

 
As part of our music we have been 
learning about African cyclic patterns. We 
have really enjoyed chanting and 
drumming to African tribal songs. 
 
Well done to the children who have worked so hard on their homework. We’ve 
had some delicious treats from Charlie , Lily and Harley Edward’s Viking 
biscuits to Patrycja’s impressive Viking cake. Peter and Mark worked so hard on 
their model Viking longboats and we’ve had lots of research and Viking pictures 
from others in the class. Keep up the great work! We look forward to seeing 
more!!  
 

Able Writers Day 

Four of our Year 5 children were picked to go on an Able 
Writer's day at Huish Primary School this week. Grace 

Whatmore, Bailey-Jade Tansley, Jennifer Morgan and Kiera 
Stevenson enjoyed a wonderful day working with children's 

author Colin R Parsons.  



Colin has written many books in different genres. He loves science fiction, 
fantasy, supernatural and steam punk. His books are full of fast-paced action 
with a sprinkling of danger and interesting characters. During the Able Writers' 
Day workshop children explored storylines and looked at plot, description, 
grammar, spelling, dialogue and pace.  Children worked with Colin to write 
their own stories.  

SEND (Special Educational Needs & Disability) Support Event 
 
Drop in Centre - Free information for parents between 11am and 2pm on 
Tuesday, 16 February 2016 at:   
 
The Sunshine Room   Children’s Centre   Reckleford  
Eastland Road   YEOVIL   BA21 4ET 
 
Find out more about changes, look at resources, ask questions and 
have a go on Somerset Choices – Children & Families (Local Offer).  
Arts and crafts will be available to children and young people who 
come with their parents and carers. 
 
No need to book just turn up.  For more information email 
SENDReforms@somerset.gov.uk or call 01823 359732  
 

UPPER SCHOOL GIRLS FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT   

 8th February 2016 
 
On Monday 8th February there is an upper school girl’s football tournament at 

Westfield School. The squad is as follows: 
 

Lacey Caines (Wilson) Grace Whatmore (Wilson) Poppie Knapman (Jennings) 

Jennifer Morgan (Jennings) Millie Manley (Jennings) Alix Goodwin (Fine)  

Klaudia Pula (Fine)  Trinity Palfreeman (Fine) Ellie Lavender (Morpurgo) 
 

You are more than welcome to come and watch but please be aware that all children 

must return back to St. Michael’s after fixtures so the new football kit can be kept in 

school. The tournament starts at 4pm and should be completed by 5pm; therefore we 

will aim to be back between 5:15 and 5:30pm. Please complete the form below so we 

can make final arrangements.      Please complete and return the form at end of this 

newsletter. 

 

School Meal Provision  
 
St Michael’s Academy has been awarded a Healthy School 
status.  As such we are committed to provide our own nutritious 
and healthy lunches which we will make fresh on site daily.  We 
source and order our food a week in advance for the number of 
children who have pre-ordered and paid for meals.  We do not 
offer a ‘pay on the day’ option.  The cost of a meal is £2 per day.  
The menu is a 3 week rolling menu.  It is available to view on 
our website and a copy is available from the school office. 

mailto:SENDReforms@somerset.gov.uk


REGULAR SCHOOL INFORMATION 

 

GENERAL REMINDERS 

 

Along with all other schools in Somerset, St Michael’s 
Academy is a no smoking site, which also includes e-
cigarettes. 
 

Can we also ask that you look carefully at tee-shirts and other items with slogans 
and messages on to make sure they are appropriate for our children to see?  
Many thanks for your co-operation. 
 
Can we also remind you to send your children to school looking clean and smart 
with a haircut appropriate for their age.  It states very clearly in our prospectus 
that it is not our school policy to have hair cut less than a grade 3 and no dyed 
hair or totemic patterns.  They should also be in black school shoes or trainers 
and not beach shoes or coloured trainers.   

 
ABSENCE 

If your child is absent from school 
please let the school know before 9am. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please label your child’s belongings.  

We have a growing selection of coats, 

uniform and PE kit in lost property. 

 

FRUITY FRIDAY 

Send your child in with 50p if they 

would like a bag of fruit and a juice 

drink.  There is no charge if your child 

is entitled to Free School Meals.  This 

is phenomenal value as there hasn’t 

been a price increase in 7 years. 

 
 

 

Swimming 2015/2016 
 
Please note that on swimming days the children leave school at 
8.30am prompt.  Please ensure your child is in school 10 
minutes before the children/bus leaves for registration, and for 

them to pay their swimming fees.   
 
If your child is unable to swim for medical reasons, but is not ill enough to be 
off school please DO NOT send them into school first thing as there is no 
provision for them.  Please keep them at home and send them in at the time 
listed to be back at school as all staff go swimming so there is no supervision for 
the children who do not go.  
 
 



Spring Term 2 - 2016 
 

Day Year Cost 
Leave School/ 

Bus Leaves 
BACK AT 
SCHOOL 

Monday 
Rosen Class @ Fiveways 
Year 4 @ Goldenstones 

£1.50 
£2.00 

8.30am 
8.30am 

10.00am 
10.00am 

Tuesday Year 6 @ Goldenstones £2.00 8.30am 10.00am 
Wednesday DKS Class @ Fiveways £1.50 8.30am 10.00am 
Thursday Year 5 @ Goldenstones £2.00 8.30am 10.00am 
Friday Cole Class @ Fiveways £1.50 8.30am 10.00am 

 
Please ensure that your child has 
their swimming kit on the correct 
day.  They need a towel and a 
swimming costume for girls, (no 
bikinis please) and swimming 
trunks for boys, (shorts no longer 
than mid-thigh please.) Long hair 
must be tied back. 
Please make sure they bring their 
money each week.  Children in 
receipt of Free School Meals or 
Service Children do not pay. 

 
 

 Please make sure your child attends 
swimming each week, it is a very 
important life skill.  The children here are 
very lucky to swim every week 
throughout the year as many schools do 
not offer this.   

 
 

In line with all Somerset schools, please refrain 
from bringing your dogs onto the playground.  
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

There is NO PARKING at any time on the 
school premises.  Please encourage your 
family to walk to school or if you really need 
to drive then park far away from the school 
entrance. 



BAD WEATHER PROCEDURE 
 
In conjunction with the Caretaker, I make the decision on 
snow and bad weather days whether the school opens or is 
closed.   I can only open the school if I have enough staff to 
cover the care of the children using a 1.8 ratio.  As only two 
of our teaching staff live in Yeovil, that means that the 
remaining staff have to travel in from villages, so if they 
were heavily snowed in, their journey would be impossible 

and dangerous. In the event of the school closing we will endeavour 
to put messages on: 
 

 The school answer machine: 

 School Website:  www.stmichaelsacademy.co.uk  

 Somerset County Council website:  
https://slp.somerset.gov.uk/cypd/Lists/Emergency School 
Closures Today/ClosedToday.aspx    

 Local Radio: Heart  (96-107)  & BBC Somerset (95.5) 
 
We can also email and text you important information.  Please let the 
office have your up-to-date contact details for this purpose. 
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St Michael’s Academy 
DIARY DATES 

 

   February 2016    
1 Whole School Art Workshops 
2  
3  
4  
5  
6 Saturday 
7 Sunday 
8 Y3 photo orders to be returned by today please. 

Girls Football Fixture – Westfield – return at 5-5.30pm 
9 Pancake Making & Racing.  Races start at 2.30pm.  Parents welcome.   
10 Celebration Assembly – 2pm 

Parents Evening  3.40 – 5.00pm 
11 Parents Evening  3.40 – 6.30pm 
12 Break up for half term 
13 Saturday 
14 Sunday       Valentine’s Day  
15 

* *  *  Half Term  * * *  

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 Saturday 
21 Sunday 
22 INSET DAY – No School For The Children 
23 CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL – Start of Spring Term 2 
24  
25  
26  
27 Saturday 
28 Sunday 
29 Start of Shakespeare Week. 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FOOTBALL FIXTURE – Mr Bisgrove 

8 February 2016 

 
 

Child’s Name  Class  

 

 

I give permission for my child to take part in the football fixture: 
 

Ä  I am able to help with transport between St Michael’s Academy and the venue 

Ä  I give permission for my child to be transported by Academy staff and or other 

parents 

Ä  My child will walk home alone 

Ä  I will collect my child from St Michael’s Academy 

 
 

 Signed: _________________________________ Date: __________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 


